
The case for flashing nocks in Target Archery 

Tracer bullets are an impressive sight across the night 

sky.  Not only do they allow you to see your bullet’s 

trajectory and allow you to make corrections, but they 

also have been known to take down a zeppelin or two.  

Tracer nocks can potentially be an equally impressive 

site at an archery competition.  The arrow may be easier 

to see during flight and the electrically/electronically-lit 

nock would be more easily seen on the target for 

archers and spectators alike.   

Archery Australia posed the question to FITA asking 

whether they are legal. 

The short answer is no.  Since the arrow is an integral 
piece of equipment in the shooting action, it can neither 
be electric or electronic.  This decision falls under the 
same category as arrow rests, draw check devices, 
release aids and sights.  It was also noted that it could 
pose a distraction to other competing archers.  So as 
impressive as they might look, they won't be coming to a 
competition near you. 

Tie-breaks and Shoot-offs 

In Matchplay, tie breaks in ranking typically occur, firstly 

based on total number of Tens, followed by total number 

of X's.  If a tie still remains, a coin toss is used to 

determine ranking for elimination rounds.  If the outcome 

of the tie break would determine whether you entered the 

elimination round at all, then a one arrow shoot off is to be 

used at the last distance shot.  The winner is determined 

by the highest scoring arrow or closest to the centre 

should a tie exist.  If a winner is not decided, successive 

arrows will be shot until a winner is clear. 

In addition to determining ties for the last spot in the 

elimination round, when using the 1/48 matchplay table, 

any ties relating to the 8th place ranking will also now use 

a shoot off to determine rank.  It was determined that since 

archers ranked 1 to 8 receive a bye until the 1/16
th
 round, 

they have a clear advantage over archers ranked 9 and 

lower. For that reason, a shoot off is used, identical to the 

one used to determine entrance to the elimination round. 

Those who lose the shoot-off for 8th position will be 

ranked according to Tens and X's.  A coin toss will break 

any further ties.  

 

Scoring Errors and Discrepancies 

In clubs all over the world, it's quite common for scoring 

errors to creep into a scorecard.  Whether it's a simple 

addition mistake or hearing the caller incorrectly, there are 

many errors which can affect your written score.  

Unknowingly, you may submit the scorecard and later find 

that the score you are credited with and your signed 

scorecard don't quite match up as you thought.   

Who is responsible for this?   

Ultimately, it’s the archer.  Organizers are not obligated to 

accept, verify or record scorecards which are incomplete 

or contain math errors.  If an error is spotted at the time 

the card is submitted, it is ideally handed back to the 

archer to correct.  If the error was not instantly spotted, 

and due to no obligation on the organizers’ part to verify, 

handing the card in does not mean the organizers accept 

the score. 

If a signed scorecard was submitted and the actual score 

is deemed to be less, the archer will receive the lesser 

score.  If there is a discrepancy in a PDA score and a 

higher paper scorecard score, the paper card will be 

deemed as correct.  If two scorecards are submitted and 

they contain different scores, the archer will receive the 

lowest score.  The same applies for calculating Tens and 

X's.  The archer must correctly total these amounts.  If the 

totals are left blank, you have officially not shot any Tens 

or X's needed for tie-breaks.   

The archer must take ultimate responsibility for any 

scorecard they sign and submit.  It is up to the archer to 

verify the scores prior to submitting and complete the 

score card appropriately.  The consequences of not doing 

so might be a lower score then you feel you should have 

received. 
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