
The Archery Club Diaries
Setting up a new archery club
This is the first in a series of articles about setting up and operating 
an archery club.  Over the past 14 years, I have been intrigued by the 
variety of structures in place at clubs across the country.  Far from 
instructing how clubs should be set up, I am writing these as an aid 
for those who are setting up a new club, or eager to identify ways that 
their clubs can improve the services delivered to their members.

Setting up a Target Archery Range
For clubs looking to form a presence, or for clubs who have outgrown 
their existing grounds, it is important to secure and set up a suitable 
range that will serve the club for many years to come.  Combined 
with the people driving the club, the grounds form part of the club’s 
identity.  Things to consider when securing a range are:

• Range Layout and Safety

• Location

• Club rooms

Safety
Safety should come first in planning.  The range must have a sufficient 
overshoot distance.  World Archery recommends 50m, but I can 
assure you that compound (and recurve) arrows will go far longer if 
the target is missed from close range.  Despite shooting regulations 
prohibiting sky drawing, it cannot always be controlled until it is too 
late.  I recommend allowing at least 100-120m of visible land behind 
the targets (for shooting at close range).  Shooting at longer ranges 
(70m, 90m), a shorter back drop of 50m is more suitable.  Even then, 
be conscious of what lies behind.  A range with suburban dwellings 
after the overshoot distance would be far more risky than that of a 
forest. Overshoot range can be significantly reduced if a steep hill is 
situated behind the targets.  I don’t have much experience of target 
nettings.  I’m sure they’ll do the business for novice equipment, but 
I’d be wary about relying on them year after year for high poundage 
compound arrows.  Safety flags and signs should be commonplace, 
which the club can use to control access onto the range.
For maximum competition and training flexibility, you want to be 
able to shoot 90m, with 50m overshoot, and at least 10m free behind 
the shooting line.  Hence, 100m flat land in a straight line, with 50m of 
any type of land behind the 90m mark.

Historically, ranges with fixed target buttresses provided for a 
staggered shooting line.  This is present still in some clubs around 
the country, and is operated by a certain number of closed targets in 
between independently-controlled shooting groups.  This method is 
quite risky, as gear failures or plucking the arrow off the rest has been 
known to provide some arrows being shot at very frightening angles.

The alternative is a fixed shooting line with portable targets.  This 
allows the entire range to come under control of a single range 
captain, and eliminates many risks that are present with staggered 
shooting lines.  Most clubs across the country appear to moving 
gradually towards a fixed shooting line, and I whole-heartedly 
recommend this.  For clubs where this is not possible in the interim, 
look to maximise safety gaps and take necessary precautions to 
protect your members.  Any archery accident has the potential to 
create negative nationwide media coverage, so we all have a shared 
responsibility to primarily protect all individuals, but also the image 
of our sport.

Location
Having a central location is good for accessibility; however this 
usually comes with the downside of higher cost, less availability 
or smaller land, and more members of the public surrounding the 
range, increasing safety risks.  A good idea is to talk to the council and 
identify whether there is any council-owned land that you can lease, 

or share with another sport.  Leasing decreases your flexibility, but 
few clubs, especially start-offs, will have the funding to purchase land 
outright.
Ideally the range should shoot from north towards the south.  
This gives sun on the targets throughout the day and minimises 
issues with sun in the archers’ eyes.  This is not always possible, and 
personally I would choose safety as a primary concern when selecting 
the orientation of the range.

Club Rooms

When starting a club, it is unlikely that there would be enough 
members to justify actual club rooms.  Some alternative options are:
• Share facilities with nearby sports clubs or businesses

• Purchase a shipping container

• Hire a Portacom

Club rooms can add significant value to how you operate the club, so 
this should be planned for when you have enough members to justify 
it.  Firstly, try for grants to build these.  There are so many places 
out there that provide funding for this sort of thing, and most clubs 
miss out through not knowing where to start.  Check online for a list 
of charities that fund sporting organisations, and download grant 
application packs.  There are a couple of hoops to jump through, but 
it’s otherwise easier than you think, and absolutely worth the time 
and effort!

• Desirable features of club rooms are:

• Toilets (wheel-chair friendly)

• Kitchen 

• Indoor range

• Armoury for club equipment

• Secure doors/windows and an alarm

• Basic equipment – Wall-mounted bow stringer, string jig, 
fletching jig, bow scales

• Advanced equipment if required – bow press,  cam timing jig, 
sight levelling jig, video equipment for recording and playing 
back footage (coaching aid)

An indoor range is very useful for archers to do tuning, blank butt, 
gear set up, and to assess new members before they get set free 
outside.  Portable targets can be used if there is space, but if there is 
only room to have the butt built into the wall, a target material other 
than foam is desirable to stop the arrows over a shorter distance.  If 
you are lucky enough to get 18m, it is great for indoor training.

A lockable armoury is good practice to restrict access to the club 
bows and arrows.  The items of support equipment you purchase for 
the club rooms depend on the level of control you want your archers 
to have over their own gear.  It can provide a lot of value to archers, 
but bear in mind that a lot of this equipment is easy to be used 
incorrectly or dangerously if members are not correctly trained.

Ideally, club rooms would have services including power, water, waste 
water, and communications.  Talk to your local council about building 
consent requirements, and see if you have any members in your club 
with skill sets that could provide a cheaper solution to your building.

If you have examples of things that work well for your club, I’d 
encourage feedback in the form of Letters to the Editor.  The more 
knowledge we share, the stronger our sport will become.

Andrew Russell


